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Greetings to the Sun City Center Chapter family. 

I am excited!!  Our monthly meetings are getting better, 
more exciting, and with more attendees every month. Ad-
miral Chambers gave us an insightful and entertaining 
presentation on the Evacuation of Saigon.  Our 93-year-old 
Admiral is as feisty as ever.   

Are you planning on attending the May meeting?  It will be 
a joint MOAA/MOWW meeting.  We are excited and hon-
ored to have Political Analyst and MOAA Honorary Mem-
ber Dr. Susan MacManus as our guest speaker. Her analysis 
of the political landscape is always on point. You don’t 
want to miss it.  

Do you have questions related to military benefits?  We 
have answers. Ms. Jeannie Stratis,  our Surviving Spouse 
Liaison, has organized a Military Benefits Forum on Wed, 
April 26th, from 1-3 PM, at the Sun City Center Community 
Center.  Come with your questions and concerns; leave 
with answers.   

In cooperation with several other veteran and civilian or-
ganizations, the Memorial Day event will occur on Monday, 
May 29th, at 10AM at the Kings Point Veterans Cen-
ter.  Please refer to the information in the newsletter.  Join 
family members as we celebrate the lives of veterans that 
have passed since last Memorial Day. 

We will be updating our chapter directory.  If your contact 
information has changed, email or text me the correct in-
formation.    

I appreciate all the members that make our chapter a won-
derful chapter.  I appreciate the time, effort, and support of 
all the volunteers.  As a result of your excellent work, our 
chapter has once again been awarded the five-star Marvin 
J. Harris Communications Award for both our newsletter 
and web page.  Thank you for all you do.   

I look forward to seeing you on Wed, May 3rd. Call some-
one, invite them, or bring them to the meeting. Till then, 
stay safe, be blessed, and Never Stop Serving.    

May 2023 Program 
Dr. Susan A. MacManus 

 

Dr. Susan A. MacManus is a 
University of South Florida  
Distinguished University Pro-
fessor Emerita (Department of 
Government and International 
Affairs, School of Interdiscipli-
nary Global Studies). From 
1998 to 2015, she was a  

political analyst for WFLA News Channel 8 (Tampa's 
NBC affiliate). Since 2016, Dr. MacManus has been 
the political analyst for ABC Action News (Tampa's 
ABC affiliate). She is a featured columnist on say-
fiereview.com, a widely read Florida-based political 
website, and has appeared on every major broad-
cast and cable television and radio network. Dr. 
MacManus is Florida's most-quoted political scien-
tist. She is not affiliated with any political party. 

Dr. MacManus has authored or co-authored numer-
ous publications on Florida politics, including  
Florida's Minority Trailblazers: The Men and Women 
Who Changed the Face of Florida Government, Poli-
tics in Florida, Young v. Old: Generational Combat in 
the 21st Century?, and Targeting Senior Voters. She 
and her mother, Elizabeth, also authored two local 
Florida history books: Citrus, Sawmills, Critters & 
Crackers: Early Life in Lutz and Central Pasco County 
and Going, Going, Almost Gone: Lutz-Land O' Lakes 
Pioneers Share Their Precious Memories. 

Dr. MacManus received her M.A. from the University 
of Michigan and Ph.D. from Florida State University. 

She will give her presentation about local Florida  
politics on May 3rd, 2023. 
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$19.00 - 3 May LUNCHEON - $19.00      

To Register: 813-924-1983  

Reservations no later than 6 p.m. Sunday, 30 April 2023 

Florida Room, Atrium Building 

945 North Course Lane , Sun City Center, FL 33573  

Please give full names of members and guests, total number attend-

ing.  Cost is $19.00/person payable at the door (cash, check, or credit 

card).  Social hour begins at 11:00 a.m.  Business meeting at 11:15 

followed by a speaker and lunch.  

Remember, if you make a reservation and do not attend, you are 

expected to pay. Bring payment to next meeting or send check to: 

Military Officers Association of America  
Post Office Box 5693 

Sun City Center, FL  33571-5693 

 

Buffet Luncheon Menu 
 

Garden Salad Bar with Dressing Assortment, Rolls & Butter 

 Entrees: 

• Coconut Shrimp—Sweet Red Chili Sauce 

• General Tso Chicken 

• Chinese Pepper Steak 

Fried Rice & Vegetable du Jour 

 Desserts:  Chef’s selected desserts 

 2022/2023 Chapter Officers 

PRESIDENT 

COL Eunice Patxot, USA (Ret)……………..(301) 529-4301 

niche.patxot@gmail.com 

1st VP  

CDR Bill Kirkpatrick, USN (Ret)……………(805) 506-3269 

ualav8tor@yahoo.com  

Program Chair 

2nd VP 

Lt Col Walter Cawein, USAF (Ret)……….(813) 340-0533 

waltcawein@gmail.com 

Membership Chair 

TREASURER 

Lt Col Bill Patterson, USAF (Ret)....……..(603) 305-1062 

bill@wwpat.us 

SECRETARY   

Ms. Harriet Jordan, ……………………….....(813) 773-7676 

hmj1215@yahoo.com 

IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT 

LTC Benny Blackshire, USA (Ret)………...(813) 260-3105 

bwblacks@aol.com 

Chaplain 

DIRECTOR 

CW3 Bob Pitcher, USA (Ret)……………….(813) 857-8196 

rpitcher6666@gmail.com 

Webmaster 

DIRECTOR 

CDR Cliff Korn, USNR (Ret)…………….……(813) 532-0913 

cliff@kornhouse.net 

Newsletter Editor 

DIRECTOR  

Lt Col Ferris Garrett, USAF (Ret)………….(813) 841-0532 

garrett4@tampabay.rr.com 

DIRECTOR 

Jean Bennett Stratis……………………………(813) 758-7330 

jeanbennett.stratis@gmail.com 

Surviving Spouse Liaison 

DIRECTOR 

Lt Col Joseph Muhlberger, USAF (Ret)..(701) 509-3883 

joseph.muhlberger@gmail.com  

Legislative Affairs 

mailto:niche.patxot@gmail.com
mailto:ualav8tor@yahoo.com
mailto:waltcawein@gmail.com
mailto:bill@wwpat.us
mailto:hmj1215@yahoo.com
mailto:bwblacks@aol.com
mailto:rpitcher6666@gmail.com
mailto:cliff@kornhouse.net
mailto:garrett4@tampabay.rr.com
mailto:jeanbennett.stratis@gmail.com
mailto:joseph.muhlberger@gmail.com
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Did you know we have a Facebook Page? 

We do! It’s a great place to see what’s 

happening in our chapter, and it allows 

you to express your opinions on our  

activities and keep in touch with other 

members. If you have a Facebook  

account, click the logo/link to “like” and 

follow our page. If you don’t yet have a 

Facebook Account, Facebook makes it 

easy to establish one. 

 

The Chaplain’s Corner 

Benny Blackshire 

May is the time when my 
thoughts are toward Me-
morial Day, which falls on 
Monday, May 29 this year. 
MEMORIAL DAY is MOAA’s 
annual community out-
reach event. The American 

Legion does Veterans’ Day, and MOWW does the Mili-
tary Ball, but Memorial Day is MOAA’s day to show 
what we contribute to the community. 

It is one of the most significant events by the military 
organizations in Sun City Center. Even though MOAA 
has the lead on Memorial Day, all the veterans’ service 
organizations participate in the ceremony. Planning for 
Memorial Day starts in January of each year and contin-
ues right up until the ceremony. 

We develop a Memorial Day Preparation Checklist each 
year, so every detail is covered each month. The MOAA 
Board of Directors has always been an active part of 
preparing for Memorial Day. You can also be a part of 
the ceremony by volunteering to be an usher or volun-
teering to be a flag bearer.  

All Veterans in the greater Sun City Center area who 
have died since the last Memorial Day Ceremony will be 
honored during the Living Flag Tribute and the Roll Call, 
the reading of names of the deceased veterans. As each 
name is read, a flag bearer stands in honor of the de-
ceased Individual. 

Look for the Memorial Day flyer in this newsletter for 
more information. Now, I leave you with this Memorial 
Day thought. 

We remember the many brave men and women who 
have given their lives throughout the history of our 
country to protect us from danger and harm.  

We remember all those who sustained an injury in 
mind and/or body in the course of their service. We 
salute all those who served in the military. 

Memorial Day is a day of remembrance. 

Dear God, please look with mercy on our brave and 
selfless brothers and sisters, who did not shirk from 
their task but gave themselves completely to the cause 
of defending and protecting us all. Bless all who have 
given their lives for the sake of liberty, and grant them 
eternal rest with You. Amen. 

Like what you see in this newsletter? 

There’s even more in the Florida Council of 

Chapter’s newsletter at this link! 

https://moaafl.org/communique.aspx 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1632609230369398
https://moaafl.org/communique.aspx
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Surviving Spouse Corner 
Jeannie Stratis  

 

Have you ever had difficulty getting an  

answer from the VA regarding benefits? 

Here is your chance to get some infor-

mation and answers. The Surviving Spouse  

Committee of MOAA Sun City, is hosting a 

forum for our military, veterans, family 

members and surviving spouses of all 

branches, grades and rank. As the flyer on 

the next page indicates, it will be held on 

Wednesday, April 26, 2023, from 1-3pm, 

SCC Community Hall, 1910 South Pebble 

Beach Boulevard, Sun City Center. We will 

have representatives from the  

Veterans Health Administration, Veterans 

Benefits Administration, and subject 

matter experts from MacDill.  

Registration is suggested for handout pur-

poses. You Can email moaasccsurvi-

vors@gmail.com  or go to Eventbrite.com 

and search Military Benefits Forum for 

Military, Veterans & Surviving Spouses to 

register. Registration is also posted on the 

MOAA SCC FL42 Facebook page. You can 

submit general questions to the email ad-

dress listed above before the event.  

Please help promote this valuable forum 

to as many people as possible. We’d love 

to fill the room and assist as many people 

as possible! 

 

Leave your checks at home!   

You can now pay your member dues, lunches, name 
tags, and shirts with a credit card  
(there’s a small convenience fee) 

Member Dues = $20.62 

Surviving Spouse Dues = $15.49 

1 Meal = $19.59 

2 Meals = $39.08 

Polo shirt = $25.75 

 

See our website for everything you ever 

wanted to know about our chapter! 

https://moaafl.org/chapters/SCCMOAA/ 

 
 

His creative juices are flowing as 
he ponders the changes, updates, 

and additions to our web site 
sccmoaa.org 

But he needs help! Looking for a 

webmaster to maintain our web 

page.  Let us know if you are up to 

the challenge. 

mailto:moaasccsurvivors@gmail.com
mailto:moaasccsurvivors@gmail.com
https://moaafl.org/chapters/SCCMOAA/
https://moaafl.org/chapters/SCCMOAA/
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Have you heard about Vet Tix??  
If not, you’re missing out! 

From their mission statement: 
Give Something to Those Who Gave. 

Vet Tix* provides tickets to events that reduce stress, 
strengthen family bonds, build life-long memories, and  
encourage service members and veterans to stay engaged 
with local communities and American life. We support our 
troops by honoring their service and providing positive 
family and life experiences during and after their years of 
service to our country. 

Vet Tix provides tickets to all branches of currently-serving 
Military and Veterans, including immediate family of 
troops KIA. 

Vet Tix secures tickets to sporting events, concerts, per-
forming arts, and educational and family activities nation-
wide. VetTixers sign up online. We verify their service. 
VetTixers request tickets to events that interest them, 
then pay a small delivery fee to receive their free tickets. 

* Vet Tix is a 95% Charity (Independently audited past 13 
years) 

It costs nothing to join Vet Tix, and the benefits are amaz-
ing! Scan the QR code below or click https://www.vettix.org/
ref/5460790 to join! Then complete a profile outlining what 
types of events you would enjoy receiving free tickets to, and 
take advantage of this opportunity. 

 

 

Sun City Chapter Honorary Member Bill Hodges has 

an award winning podcast that has information that 

will interest you. To listen to this Veteran’s Corner 

Radio podcast, click on the link below.  

https://feeds.buzzsprout.com/952243.rss 

Courtesy of Veteran Tickets Foundation 

Courtesy of Veteran Tickets Foundation 

Last Month’s Program 

SCC Chapter member RADM Larry Chambers 

enthralled members at our April meeting 

with his history lesson on the evacuation of 

Saigon.  

https://www.vettix.org/ref/5460790
https://www.vettix.org/ref/5460790
https://feeds.buzzsprout.com/952243.rss
https://www.vettix.org/ref/5460790
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Free Lifetime National Parks 
Passes Are Here for Veterans 

and Gold Star Families.  

Military.com | By Amy Bushatz 

All U.S. veterans and Gold Star family members 
can get a free lifetime entrance pass for federal 
parks and recreation sites nationwide starting 
Nov. 11, 2022. 

The pass, an expansion on the annual free pass 
for currently serving troops and their families, 
grants free access to about 2,000 parks and 
lands managed by the National Park Service; U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service; U.S. Forest Service; Bu-
reau of Land Management; Bureau of Reclama-
tion; and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, ac-
cording to an announcement on the park service 
website. It also gives discounted amenity fees in 
some locations. 

While not every park or visitor area requires an 
entrance fee, many do. For example, Yosemite 
National Park in California charges a $35 en-
trance fee per vehicle, while Craters of the Moon 
National Monument charges $20. Other loca-
tions charge for entering museum or curation 
areas in the visitor center. For instance, the 
Begich, Boggs Visitor Center in the Chugach Na-
tional Forest, Alaska, charges $5 per adult to ac-
cess a film and exhibits. 

Those fees are waived for holders of the new 
lifetime pass, as well as those with the free ac-
tive-duty America the Beautiful military pass or 
other passes sold or awarded by the agencies. 
The new pass covers the holder and any accom-
panying passengers in a private vehicle at sites 
that charge per car, or the pass owners and up to 
three adults age 16 and over at sites that charge 
per person. 

The new lifetime pass program does not exclude 
veterans with so-called "bad paper" discharges. 
To get the pass, veterans must submit one of the 
following: 

•Unexpired Department of Defense Identifica-

tion Card (DD Form 2, DD Form 2765, or Next 

Generation USID replacement) 

•Veteran Health Identification Card (VHIC) 

•Veteran ID Card 

Veteran designation on a state-issued U.S. driv-
er's license or identification card 

To receive a pass visit a National Parks or parks 
and land agency store or staffed fee kiosk, or or-
der via the U.S. Geological Survey store. Passes 
ordered online carry a $10 processing and ship-
ping fee. Passes received in-person are free. 

Gold Star family members can receive the pass 
by presenting a self-verification form certifying 
they are the next of kin to a military member 
killed during service overseas. The form includes 
a signature block and confirmation that the user 
is an "eligible next of kin (NOK) of a member of 
the United States Armed Forces who lost his or 
her life in qualifying situation." 

No other identification or proof is required for 
Gold Star family members who want to get a life-
time pass. 

 

https://www.military.com/author/amy-bushatz
http://www.military.com/army
https://store.usgs.gov/MilitaryPass
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David J. Gauthier 
Certified Public Accountant—Sun City Accounting 

Sun City Center, Florida 33573 

 

(813) 634-9500 
(813)642-8112-Fax 

 

      Income Tax Preparation 

         Corporate and Business Taxes 
        Accounting and Bookkeeping 

Financial and Investment Planning 

  

Now and Always 
We’ll be There. 

  H         
 

  

 

 

90228 

     
1-800-247-2192 • www.moaainsurance.com  

 

Please Support 

our  

Advertisers! 



 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

        
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2022 Memorial Day Sponsor 

2022 Memorial Day Sponsor 

Member Spotlight 
Are you involved in a community 

event, activity, or service?  Send us a 
picture and a description of 'you’ in 
action and we will highlight you in 

the chapter newsletter! 

Newsletter Editor: Cliff Korn 
cliff@kornhouse.net 

"This is historical fiction and will give the reader insight into 
one of the pivotal battles of the Vietnam war. Matt's work 
putting this together was prodigious. I don't know how he did 
it. As a historical novel, I think it is great." 

General Walter Boomer, US Marine Corps (Ret) 
Available on Amazon and Kindle. https://www.amazon.com/
Battle-Quang-Tri-Easter-Offensive-ebook/dp/B0B9HLYGFM/
ref=sr_1_1?
crid=3CUC5Q8P9SL91&keywords=battle+of+quang+tri+matt+jac
kson&qid=1671114378&sprefix=%2Caps%2C94&sr=8-1 

mailto:cliff@kornhouse.net
https://www.amazon.com/Battle-Quang-Tri-Easter-Offensive-ebook/dp/B0B9HLYGFM/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3CUC5Q8P9SL91&keywords=battle+of+quang+tri+matt+jackson&qid=1671114378&sprefix=%2Caps%2C94&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Battle-Quang-Tri-Easter-Offensive-ebook/dp/B0B9HLYGFM/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3CUC5Q8P9SL91&keywords=battle+of+quang+tri+matt+jackson&qid=1671114378&sprefix=%2Caps%2C94&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Battle-Quang-Tri-Easter-Offensive-ebook/dp/B0B9HLYGFM/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3CUC5Q8P9SL91&keywords=battle+of+quang+tri+matt+jackson&qid=1671114378&sprefix=%2Caps%2C94&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Battle-Quang-Tri-Easter-Offensive-ebook/dp/B0B9HLYGFM/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3CUC5Q8P9SL91&keywords=battle+of+quang+tri+matt+jackson&qid=1671114378&sprefix=%2Caps%2C94&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Battle-Quang-Tri-Easter-Offensive-ebook/dp/B0B9HLYGFM/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3CUC5Q8P9SL91&keywords=battle+of+quang+tri+matt+jackson&qid=1671114378&sprefix=%2Caps%2C94&sr=8-1
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Legislative Liaison Corner 
May 2023 Update 

Joseph Muhlberger 

 

Dear readers, thank you for your outpouring 

of condolences regarding the recent passing 

of my Mom that was highlighted in our April 

Update. On behalf of myself and my family, 

we are extremely grateful. 

Today’s information environment is faster than 

ever. Even the Military Officers Association of 

America (MOAA) set up our newly established 

computer-based online Legislative Action  

Center at https://moaa.quorum.us/. By sign-

ing up with this system, you’ll have faster ac-

cess to our legislators. I tested this system  

recently, and it was quite successful. Here’s an 

encouragement to sign up and participate.   

If you would like me to write a letter to our 

legislators on your behalf or on a specific  

topic, please email me at  

Joseph.Muhlberger@gmail.com , and I’ll get to 

it.  

Recently funerals for veterans in Florida  

became an issue. Let’s be best informed on 

our rights regarding funerals. 

The Florida Department of Veterans Affairs 

(FDVA) has a wonderful website, https://

floridavets.org/benefits-services/burial/, 

where we can learn about our rights to funer-

als as veterans. What follows is taken from this 

site. 

The U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs  

provides honorably discharged veterans, 

spouses, and dependents with burial in a  

National Cemetery at no cost. Cremated  

remains are also accepted. Eligible spouses 

and dependents may be buried if they prede-

cease the veteran. The VA does not make  

funeral arrangements. To make burial arrange-

ments at any open VA national cemetery at 

the time of need, call the National Cemetery 

Scheduling Office toll-free at (800) 535-1117. 

The VA also provides eligibility determinations 

for interment in a National Cemetery before 

the time of need. Upon request, individuals 

can learn if they are eligible for burial or me-

morialization in a VA national cemetery 

through the Pre-Need Determination of  

Eligibility Program. Florida has nine National 

Cemeteries (Barrancas National Cemetery in 

Pensacola, Bay Pines National Cemetery in St. 

Petersburg, Cape Canaveral National Ceme-

tery in Mims, Florida National Cemetery in 

Bushnell, Jacksonville, Sarasota, South Florida 

National Cemetery in Lake Worth, St. Augus-

tine and Tallahassee). 

The benefits available for veterans buried in a 

private cemetery may include a Government 

headstone, marker, medallion, burial flag, and 

a Presidential Memorial Certificate, at no cost 

to the family. Some veterans may also be  

eligible for Burial Allowances. No VA benefits 

are available to spouses and dependents bur-

ied in a private cemetery. The VA does not 

make funeral arrangements. 

Call toll-free (800) 697-6947 or visit 

www.cem.va.gov for more information. 

https://moaa.quorum.us/
mailto:Joseph.Muhlberger@gmail.com
https://floridavets.org/benefits-services/burial/
https://floridavets.org/benefits-services/burial/
http://www.cem.va.gov/
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Peace Officers Memorial Day – May 15, 2023 
Ferris Garrett 

A Peace Officer is a public-sector employee whose duties primarily involve the enforcement of laws. They 

include police officers, sheriffs, agents of state and federal departments, and many more. Peace Officers 

Memorial Day falls on May 15 each year to pay tribute to the brave local, state, and federal peace officers 

who have died or been disabled in the line of duty. The day is marked with a memorial event in Washing-

ton D.C., a candlelight vigil, and speeches commemorating officers past and present.  In October 1962, 

President Kennedy signed the Bill that designated May 15th as Peace Officers Memorial Day.  The first cel-

ebration of this day was in May 1963.  In 1994, President Clinton directs, through Public Law, that the 

United States flag be flown at half-staff on May 15th to honor the day. The nation’s monument to law en-

forcement officers that have died in the line of duty is the National Law Enforcement Officers Memorial in 

Washington, DC., and was dedicated on October 15, 1991. The Memorial features two long curving blue-

gray marble walls. Carved on the walls are the names of 23,800 officers who died in the line of duty 

throughout U.S. history, dating back to the first known death in 1786.  In 2022, there were 224 Peace 

Officer deaths. 

  Public peace officers began in the mid-1600s, first in Boston and then in New York and Philadelphia. They 

were predominantly volunteers who acted as night watchmen. Boston continued to lead the way in peace 

officer organization, with the first publicly funded, organized police force set up in 1838, which paid  

officers to keep the peace full-time. By the late 1880s, all major U.S. cities had police forces. Law enforce-

ment heads were often chosen by the local political leader so, as a result, the enforcement could work in 

favor of the ruling political party. In response, President Hoover set up an investigation into the effective-

ness of law enforcement nationwide in 1929. It called for peace officers to work in a professional and  

impartial way to enforce the law and was a turning point in the history of the officers who protect us  

today. It promoted the dedication and sacrifices that we now honor every year on May 15th. Some ways 

to celebrate the Day include: 

1) If you have a U.S. flag at home, fly it at half-staff or half-height as a matter of respect. 

2) Light your windowsill with candles (suggest electronic vs. burning candles) for officers injured 

or that lost their lives. 

3) If feasible, replace the bulb in a front door outside light or a lamp post with a blue bulb. 

4) Support peace officer charities, whether it is a donation of time, money, food, or clothing. 

5) Thank peace officers for all they do to help keep your community safe. 
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International Firefighters’ Day – May 4, 2023 

Ferris Garrett 
 

International Firefighters' Day (IFFD) is observed on May 4. It was instituted after a 
proposal was emailed out around the world on January 4, 1999, due to the deaths of 
five firefighters in tragic circumstances in a bushfire in Australia. The date of May 4 
relates to Saint Florian, regarded in the Catholic Church as the patron saint of fire-
fighters. The saint’s day (as observed by the Catholic Church) of St. Florian is 4 May, 
hence IFFD is also observed on May 4. International Firefighters’ Day is a time where 

the world’s community can recognize and honor the sacrifices 
that firefighters make to ensure that their communities and en-
vironment are as safe as possible. It is also a day in which cur-
rent and past firefighters can be thanked for their contribu-
tions.  
 
Often communities remember human sacrifice through observ-
ing a minute’s silence. For International Firefighters’ Day in 
2002 the inaugural “Sound Off” was conducted to reflect on 
the commitment and sacrifices of firefighters’ worldwide in a 

truly poignant manner for emergency service workers. Due to the amazing support 
of the Sound Off in 2002, there is now an annual Sound Off on the first Sunday of 
every May. That is a special time to stop and reflect on the sacrifices made by fire-
fighters. At noon local time on that first Sunday in May, fire sirens sound for 30 sec-
onds followed by a minute’s silence in memory of, and respect for, all firefighters 
who have been lost in the line of duty or passed on before us. This is known as the 
“Sound Off.”  
 
We can show our support and appreciation to 

the firefighters worldwide who continue to pro-

tect us so well throughout the year. By proudly 

wearing and displaying blue and red ribbons 

pinned together or by participating in a memori-

al or recognition event, we can show our grati-

tude to firefighters everywhere. The IFFD rib-

bons are linked to colors symbolic of the main elements firefighters work with – red 

for fire and blue for water. These colors are also internationally recognized as repre-

senting emergency service. 
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Sun City Center Chapter  
Military Officers Association of America 
P.O. Box 5693 
Sun City Center, FL. 33571-5693 

The sponsors that appear in this publication do not reflect an endorsement by MOAA or this affiliate. 
The Sun City Center (FL) MOAA Newsletter is published by the Sun City Center Chapter, which is an affiliate of 
the Military Officers Association of America (MOAA).  MOAA is the nation's largest and most influential associ-
ation of military officers. It is an independent, nonprofit, politically nonpartisan organization. The newsletter is 
delivered electronically only. 
 

Commercial solicitation of members using membership rolls and/or 
rosters is prohibited.  Articles may be taken from MOAA and DoD publi-
cations. The Chapter is tax exempt under Section 501(c)(19) of the In-
ternal Revenue Codes. 
 

MOAA Take Action link:  http://takeaction.moaa.org/?1  

Florida House District 70 

Mike Beltran 
Offices and Addresses: 

Local - 3618 Erindale Drive 
Valrico, FL 33596-6311 
 

State - 303 House Office Bldg. 

402 South Monroe Street 
Tallahassee   32399-1300 

Tel.     Local - 813-653-7097 
 State – 850-717-5057 

Legislative Assistant - James Jacobs 
 

Florida Senate District 20 

Jim Boyd 

Offices and Addresses: 
Local - 717 Manatee Ave. 

Suite 100 
Bradenton 34205 

 

State - 312 Senate Bldg. 

404 South Monroe Street 
Tallahassee   32399-1100 

Tel.     Local – (813) 779-7059  
State – (850) 487-5020  

Legislative Assistant: 
 Amanda Romant  

romant.amanda@flsenate.gov 
 

Florida Congressional District 16 
Vern Buchanan 

Offices and Addresses: 
 Local - 510 Vonderburg Drive 

             Suite 303 
             Brandon, FL 33511 
 

  

 

 

DC - 2110 Rayburn House Office Bldg. 
 Washington, DC 20515 

Tel.     Local – 813-657-1013 
 DC – 202-226-5015 

 Fax – 202-226-0828 
Hillsborough County Field Representative/Constituent  
Service – MarDee Buchman 

 

U.S. Senators 

Marco Rubio 
Offices and Addresses: 

Local - 501 E. Polk Street 

Suite 601 
Tampa, FL 33602 

 

DC - 284 Russell Senate Office Bldg. 
Washington, DC 20510 

Tel.     Local – 813-947-6288 
 DC – 202-224-2573 

 Fax – 202-224-3041 
Legislative assistant: 

 Taylor Sanchez 
 

Rick Scott 
Offices and Addresses: 

Local -801 N. Florida Ave 

Suite 421 
Tampa, FL 33602 

 

DC - 716 Hart Senate Office Bldg. 

Washington, DC 20510 
Tel.     Local – 813-225-7040 

 DC - 202-224-5274 
Legislative assistant: 

 Kyle Joshua Hill 

 

http://takeaction.moaa.org/?1
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1632609230369398

