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President’s Message
CDR Bill Kirkpatrick, USN (Ret)

Hello Sun City Center MOAA members,

By the time you read this, we are well into the New Year.
Many of you have made New Year resolutions for 2025 and,
like many of you, your Chapter Board has made several reso-
lutions, as well. As you know, your chapter membership has
declined by about 16% since the beginning of 2024. The first
of our resolutions is to increase our membership by at least
14 new members or about 10%, in 2025. Chapter members,
you can help! If you know a Surviving Spouse, CWO, or Com-
missioned officer, invite the prospective member to lunch.
This is a great way to gain new members and let new people
share in the comradery. We also have resolved to have sev-
eral “get-together” events outside of our monthly lunch-
eons. If you have any ideas for an event, please let one of
your Board Members know about it.

Six of your Board Members will be traveling to the Rosen
Center, in Orlando, on the weekend of January 17th. The
Florida Council of Chapters (FCoC) holds a Leadership Train-
ing Seminar (LTS), every year, during this time frame. This
year the FCoC will hold a combined LTS/Convention. The LTS
is where chapter leaders are trained for their roles in the
MOAA enterprise. The convention is a time to enjoy the ca-
maraderie of other MOAA members and guests, conduct the
business of the Council, and remember those in our chap-
ters that we lost in 2024 with a memorial service.

Our next luncheon will be held on February 5th. As | indicat-
ed at our last luncheon, due to the ravages of untamed infla-
tion, our caterer has had to raise the price that he charges
us by slightly over $1.00 per meal. As a result, we have
raised our luncheon price by $1.00 per person to $20.00.
This is not optimal, but it is a sign of the times that we live
in.

As always, fly high and fast, and remember to keep the shiny
side up.

January 2024 Program

Tom Harding is February’s speaker. He was born in “the an-
thracite coal country” of Scranton, Pennsylvania, and the
I son of a coal miner. At the onset
. , of WWII, his family went
_' %+ through what everyone else did
w , — rationing and reusing anything
F 3 that could be to support the war
effort. His uncle served in the
Army Air Corps and sent him
scale-model airplanes and a
deck of cards with pictures of
airplanes through which he
learned to love airplanes!

He attended the University of
Scranton — which was eight blocks from home. After two
years of engineering, he switched from Physics to a major in
Electronics. After college, he worked at Link, a company that
built flight simulators and trainers, and then at IBM, which
built avionics systems. While at these companies he worked
in aviation programs including the C-141 Starlifter, P-3 Ori-
on, and F-4 Phantom Il. He was involved in the early space
systems programs including the Gemini two-man program
and Apollo three-man program. Meeting and having a great
one-on-one discussion with Neil Armstrong was a real high-
light of that experience.

He was later recruited into the Information Technology
world. Where he spent most of his career. However, he
managed to stay connected to the world of aviation by sell-
ing computer systems to Link! After several senior manage-
ment positions, he was promoted to Corporate Vice Presi-
dent, Division General Manager at a Fortune 500 company,
and eventually started his own consulting business. After
thirty-five years of operating his own business, he retired
here in Sun City Center. He is a member of the Silver Osprey
Squadron # 64, Association of Naval Aviators, and will speak
about the life and career of last month’s speaker, RADM
Larry Chambers.



2024/2025 Chapter Officers

PRESIDENT

CDR Bill Kirkpatrick, USN (Ret)............... (805) 506-3269
president@sccmoaa.org

1st VP

Col Danny Melton, USMC (Ret)............. (808) 589-6553

danny.melton@gmail.com
Program Chair

2nd VP

Maj Kirk Faryniasz, USAF (Ret).............. (813) 677-2606
membership@sccmoaa.org

Membership Chair

TREASURER
Lt Col Bill Patterson, USAF (Ret)............ (603) 305-1062
bill@wwpat.us

SECRETARY
Lt Col Joe Mulhberger, USAF (Ret) ....... (701)-509-3883
secretary@sccmoaa.org

IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT

COL Eunice Patxot, USA (Ret)................. (301) 529-4301
eunice@sccmoaa.org

DIRECTOR

LTC Jeff Camp, USA (Ret).....cccceverrennenne. (312) 342-0531
colcamp@icloud.com

Legislative Liaison

DIRECTOR

CDR Cliff Korn, USNR (Ret)......ccccevruennee. (813) 532-0913
newsletter@sccmoaa.org

Newsletter Editor

DIRECTOR

Lt Col Ferris Garrett, USAF (Ret)............. (813) 841-0532
garrett4@tampabay.rr.com

DIRECTOR

Jean Bennett Stratis......ccccoeeeeveceiviinnnnnne. (813) 758-7330

jeanbennett.stratis@gmail.com
Surviving Spouse Liaison

DIRECTOR

Maj Tom Smith, USAF (Ret)................... (813) 919-6645
tsmith0750@hotmail.com

Chaplain

$20.00 - 5 February LUNCHEON - $20.00
To Register: 813-924-1983

Reservations no later than 6 p.m. Sunday, 2 February 2025

Florida Room, Atrium Building
945 North Course Lane, Sun City Center, FL 33573

Please give full names of members and guests, total
number attending. Cost is $20.00/person payable
at the door (cash, check, or credit card). Social hour
begins when you arrive, and the Business meeting
starts at 11:00 followed by a speaker and lunch.

Remember, if you make a reservation and do not
attend, you are expected to pay. Bring payment to
the next meeting or send check to:

Miilitary Officers Association of America
Post Office Box 5693
Sun City Center, FL 33571-5693

February Buffet Luncheon Menu

Garden Salad Bar with Dressing Assortment,
Rolls & Butter

Entrees:

e Chicken Marsala
o Baked Cod with Lemon Butter Sauce
o Stuffed Shells Marinara, Vegetarian

Starch & Vegetable du Jour

Desserts: Chef’s selected desserts

Beverages: Decaf Coffee, Iced Tea, and Ice Water
. .
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Chaplain's Devotional for January
Rev. Dr. Tom Smith

Guaranteed Success in 2025

Dr. John Maxwell addresses in What Makes a Winning Team
a formula for guaranteed success in 2025 no matter the en-
deavor. He uses the acrostic SUCCESS to provide a road map
to get you to your predetermined goal for this coming year.
Let’s talk about that today.

To reach the goal one must first define success. Dr. Maxwell
defines success from a moral perspective as choosing to en-
ter the arena of action, determined to give yourself to that
cause that will better mankind and last for eternity.

S Select your goal.

Of noteworthy interest is the research that shows 95 percent
of us have never written out our goals in life, but of the 5%
who write out their goals 95% will be successful.

U Unlock your imprisoned potential.

Most of us use only about 10% of our potential; if we use as
much as 25%, we are called geniuses.

C Commit yourself to God’s plan.

Scripture declares God has a plan for each of us (Jeremiah
29:11). The more intimate | become with God, the more
knowledgeable | become about His plan for my life.

C Chart your course.

One of my favorite proverbs is: “If you don’t know where you
are going any road will do.” It is better to look ahead and
prepare than look back and regret.” We should make plans-
counting on God to direct us, (Prov. 16:9).

E Expect problems.

Adversity is not our greatest enemy. God wired us with the
capacity to be resilient and resourceful.

S Stand firm on your commitment.

S Surrender everything to God.

Be abundantly blessed today!

Find us on

Facebook

Did you know we have a Facebook Page? We do! It’s a
great place to see what’s happening in our chapter, and it
allows you to express your opinions on our activities and
keep in touch with other members. If you have a
Facebook account, click the logo/link to “like” and follow
our page. If you don’t yet have a Facebook Account,
Facebook makes it easy to establish one.

iLike what you see in this newsletter?f
‘There’s even more in the Florida Council of :
f Chapter’s newsletter at this link!

https://flmoaa.org/news/#

Upcoming Events
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Chapter Meetings & Luncheons
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Luncheons are the first Wednesday of each
month (except January) 11am-1pm. Cost is $20
Atrium Florida Room
945 North Course Lane, Sun City Center
Register to 813-924-1983 NLT 6pm the Sunday prior
to the luncheon.

MILITARY
BENEFITS
FORUM

MARCH 13, 10AM-12PM
SUN CITY COMMUNITY CENTER

MEMORIAL DAY COMMEMORATION
MAY 26

VETERANS DAY
COMMEMORATION

NOVEMBER 11
VETERANS THEATER
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Surviving Spouse Corner

Jeannie Stratis

Happy Valentine’s Day!

Many states have made legislative decisions
that show appreciation for the sacrifices of
service members, veterans, and their survi-
vors. If you do a little research, it could result
in monetary savings and opportunities. One
area to investigate is Homestead Exemption
with the Property Appraiser’s Office. A link is
included below. The deadline to apply for
homestead exemption for 2025 is March 1,
Click on the link below and check your proper-
ty tax payment and see what has been applied
to your property. Recent qualifying life events
could add additional exemptions to your prop-
erty. If you are still unsure, call the Property
Appraiser’s Office and ask. They were very
helpful when | called after a recent move.

County Property Appraiser: Ask about a
homestead exemption, a widow (widower)
exemption, or an over-age 65 exemption on
your property tax or school tax. In Florida,
there is a homestead, widow, and age exemp-
tion and property taxes on homesteaded
homes. In addition, the property tax for
homesteaded homes of disabled veterans is
reduced by the same percentage of the disa-
bilities affecting the veteran as certified by the
VA. That benefit passes to the unremarried
surviving spouse in Florida and is transporta-
ble to a downsized home.

Hillsborough County Homestead Information

I'M TIRED OF WINTER
[ WANT TO FAST-FORWAI
TO COMPLAINING ABOU
HOW HOT ITIS!

“We're big on symbolism here. Suffice it
to say, you're not out of the woods yet!”



https://hcpafl.org/Property-Info/Homestead-Other-Info

MILITARY BENEFITS FORUM

THURSDAY, MARGH 13, 2025

10AM-12PM
SUN CITY CENTER COMMUNITY HALL

1910 SOUTH PEBBLE BEACH BLVD.

Join us for our Second Annual Military Benefits Forum
for our military members, veterans, family members,

surviving spouses, and caregivers of all branches,
grades and ranks.

Guest speakers from the Florida Department of
Veteran Affairs, James A. Haley Veterans Hospital,

Hillsborough County Veteran Services, Veterans
Benefit Administration, and local VSOs

This is a free event! To ensure a seat and an info
packet, please register by scanning the QR code below

or email moaasccsurvivors@gmail.com and provide
first and last name.

Military Officers Association of America surViVing spouse Committee

""MOAR Sun City Center Chapter




Chapter Leader Training

In January, six chapter board members and four spouses attended the Florida Council of Chapters 2025 Lead-
ership Training Seminar & 48th Annual Convention. We not only learned a lot about how to better serve you,
the members, but also how to better promote our organization to the world. At a dinner hosted by MOAA we

were motivated by MOAA President and CEO, Lt Gen Brian (BK) Kelly (USAF, Ret) speaking about MOAA’s
past, present, and future.

Military Officers Association of America
Florida Council of Chapters

Leadership Training Seminar &
48th Annual Convention

16-19 January 2025

Scan QR Code for Link to Seminar ':,
Workshop Material

The Rosen Centre knows how to
do dessert!

Jeannie Stratis is a big winner at
Eunice doesn’t leave empty handed! Casino Night!




Our January Meeting!
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Please Support

our

Advertisers!

1010 AMERICAN EAGLE BLVD

TEL: (813) 633-4467,

fanaged By

LIFE CARE SERVICES

\\ SUN CITY CENTER, FL 33573

Freedom Plaza is a Life Plan Community designed for those who choose to
pursue their lifelong dreams in an engaging environment.

JOIN US FOR OUR NEXT COCKTAIL PARTY OR LUNCHEON AND
ALLOW US TO SHOW YOU HOW WE “ENRICH LIVES EVERYDAY!"

— Freedom Plaza, Sun City Center

a Proudly sponsored by Retired Officers’ Corporation

David J. Gauthier

Certified Public Accountant—Sun City Accounting
Sun City Center, Florida 33573

7 W
cpa

Certified Public
Accountants

(813) 634-9500
(813)642-8112-Fax

Income Tax Preparation
Corporate and Business Taxes
Accounting and Bookkeeping
Financial and Investment Planning
Planning for Freedom Plaza Entrance Fees

MILITARY
FAMILY
SUPPORT

We support military men, women, and families with funds from
individuals and organizations who care.

The Many Ways MFS & You Help
Military Families

Scholarships and Leadership Programs-Supporting Florida high
school & JROTC students

Career Development Grants- Year round vocational grants for
Florida students and veterans (restrictions apply)

JROTC Awards & Certificates Program- Champion Hillsborough
county JROTC students & Florida public schools in citizenship

Honor Flight Guardianship- Fund 4
guardians annually for flights to
Washington, D.C.

Service Dogs- Partnership to help
subsidize guide dogs and service dogs
for veterans

For more information, call
813/634-4675

1010 American Eagle Blud. Ste 400

or lLog onto our website at 2
milfamilysupport.org sﬂ’ ”
Sun City Center, Florida 33573 r

Support Your MOAA Charities

Bequests and Heritage Society

A bequest - a gift made through your will - allows you to retain control of
your assets during your lifetime and distribute them as you wish upon your
death. After providing for loved ones, many people choose to include a gift
to The MOAA Foundation.

Some of the most common types of bequests include a fixed-dollar
amount, a specific property, a percentage of the estate, or the residual
portion of the estate. A charitable bequest may reduce estate taxes.
Consult an attorney when making or revising a will to ensure compliance
with state law and to minimize applicable taxes.

Donors who provide for The MOAA Foundation either by means of a
bequest or a planned gift are eligible for Heritage Society membership.
For more information, please email our Development office at
foundation@moaa.org or call (800) 234-6622, ext.169.

For bequests to The MOAA Foundation, your attorney may
find the following wording useful:

“I give and bequeath (description of property) and/
or the sum of § to Military Officers Association of America
(MOAA) Foundation, a Virginia nonprofit, charitable organization (EIN:
46-4219250) that is tax-exempt under section §501(c)3 of the Internal
Revenue Code doing business at 201 North Washington Street, Alexandria,
Virginia 22314-2539. These funds are to be used in support of all MOAA
Foundation charitable programs offered by MOAA, its subsidiaries, its
councils or its chapters to currently serving uniformed servicemembers
and veterans of all ranks, their families and their survivors.”




Member Spotlight

Are you involved in a community
event, activity, or service? Send us a
picture and a description of 'you’ in
action and we will highlight you in
the chapter newsletter!

Newsletter Editor: Cliff Korn
newsletter@sccmoaa.org

ASTER OFFENSIVE SERIES, VOLUME 1386

- : LR

| "This is historical fiction and will give the reader insight into
one of the pivotal battles of the Vietham war. Matt's work

( putting this together was prodigious. | don't know how he did /\
it. As a historical novel, I think it is great." = l
Universa
Realty

General Walter Boomer, US Marine Corps (Ret)

(| Available on Amazon and Kindle. : .
Simone M. Baillergeon

Owner/Short Sale Logistics

307 S. Pebble Beach Bivd.
Sun City Center, FL 33573

Email: simone@sccrealty.com

| OVERHEARD A HE SAID TS THE
GUY oN HIS CELL- OUTY OF OLD PEOPLE
PHONE YESTERDAVY, T0 DIE AND GET

\T—-—/ OUTOF THE WAY,

Office: 813-633-3311 Cell: 813-917-3629

2023 Memorial Day Sponsor

Funeral Director

2PN

 si363499 iy Coner
@ 1851 Rickenbacker D c
MY NEW MOTT0 i .
(56"0LD, IN THE
THAT'S PRET(Y Wik, ORD HERE
COLD-HEARTED. TO STAY! " N OW a n d A I Wa ys

we'll bg There.

ey

-800-247-2192 »

90228

1



mailto:newsletter@sccmoaa.org
https://www.amazon.com/Battle-Quang-Tri-Easter-Offensive-ebook/dp/B0B9HLYGFM/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3CUC5Q8P9SL91&keywords=battle+of+quang+tri+matt+jackson&qid=1671114378&sprefix=%2Caps%2C94&sr=8-1

l ll l Sun City Center Chapter Member Application

MOAA PO Box 5693, SCC, FL 33571-5693

(Please Print Carefully)

Applicant Information

Name

Address

Cell Alt Phone
Rank Branch
Email

Spouse Information

Name

Cell
Phone Alt Phone

Email

Are You a National MOAA Member? If yes supply MOAA Number

Do You Wish a Chapter Name Tag at $10? Names?

Are You a Member of Another MOAA Chapter? Which One?

To complete enroliment: fill out application and mail to SCC MOAA Chapter, PO
Box 5693, Sun City Center, FL 33571-5693

More information? Contact kfaryniasz@hotmail.com Phone: (813)255-5178

Other Information:

Chapter annual dues are $20 and $15 for Surviving spouses. Spouses and
significant others are welcome and free.

Chapter luncheons/meetings are held on the first Wednesday of the month
except July and August. Guest speakers are part of the program each month.




P.O. Box 5693

Sun City Center Chapter
Military Officers Association of America

Sun City Center, FL. 33571-5693

Florida House District 70
Michael Owen

Offices and Addresses:
Local - PMB 432, 235 Apollo Beach Boulevard
Apollo Beach, FL 33572-2251
State - 1302 The Capitol
402 South Monroe Street
Tallahassee 32399-1300
Tel. State — 850-717-5070
Legislative Aid - JP Gutierrez

Florida Senate District 20

Jim Boyd

Offices and Addresses:
Local - 717 Manatee Ave.
Suite 100
Bradenton 34205

State - 312 Senate Bldg.

404 South Monroe Street

Tallahassee 32399-1100
Tel. Local — (813) 779-7059

State — (850) 487-5020
Legislative Assistant:

Amanda Romant

romant.amanda@flsenate.gov

Florida Congressional District 16
Vern Buchanan
Offices and Addresses:
Local - 510 Vonderburg Drive
Suite 303
Brandon, FL 33511

DC - 2110 Rayburn House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515

Tel. Local — 813-657-1013
DC - 202-226-5015
Fax — 202-226-0828

Hillsborough County Field Representative/Constituent
Service — MarDee Buchman

U.S. Senators
Marco Rubio

Offices and Addresses:
Local - 501 E. Polk Street
Suite 601
Tampa, FL 33602

DC - 284 Russell Senate Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20510
Tel. Local — 813-947-6288
DC - 202-224-2573
Fax — 202-224-3041
Legislative assistant:
Taylor Sanchez

Rick Scott

Offices and Addresses:
Local -801 N. Florida Ave
Suite 421
Tampa, FL 33602

DC - 716 Hart Senate Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20510
Tel. Local —813-225-7040
DC - 202-224-5274
Legislative assistant:
Kyle Joshua Hill

The sponsors that appear in this publication do not reflect an endorsement by MOAA or this affiliate.

The Sun City Center (FL) MOAA Newsletter is published by the Sun City Center Chapter, which is an affiliate of
the Military Officers Association of America (MOAA). MOAA is the nation's largest and most influential associ-
ation of military officers. It is an independent, nonprofit, politically nonpartisan organization. The newsletter is

delivered electronically only.
Follow us on
f Facebook

Commercial solicitation of members using membership rolls and/or
rosters is prohibited. Articles may be taken from MOAA and DoD publi-
cations. The Chapter is tax exempt under Section 501(c)(19) of the In-
ternal Revenue Codes.

MOAA'’s Legislative Action Center link: https://moaa.quorum.us



https://moaa.quorum.us
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1632609230369398

