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May the rains fall soft upon your fields, 
May the road rise to meet you, 

May the wind be always at your back and 
May the sun shine warm upon your face. 

 
At this time of year, it would seem that everyone is part Irish.  

St. Patrick's Day—observed every March 17— started as a reli-
gious holiday, but over time it's become a celebration of Irish cul-
ture. While many cities in the US may celebrate the day and their 
Irish heritage, it isn't a national holiday and most people will cele-
brate after work on the day, or on the surrounding weekends.  

In Ireland, St. Patrick's Day is a national holiday so most people 
have the whole day off. However, people in Ireland don't tend to 

be as enthusiastic about the holiday as 
those in the US. 

In the USA, around St Paddy’s Day, 
many publications provide recipes or 
guides to help people turn their food 
or drink green, including beer.  Chicago 
has long held a tradition of dyeing its 
river green every year. 

While turning everything green is com-
mon in the US, it is rarely seen in Ire-
land, as it's considered a bit of a gim-
mick. 

It is in this vein that we celebrate Paddy’s Day as a secular event. It 
is packed with parades, good luck charms, and all things green. 

While on the subject of things green, this communication would 
not be complete without a short discourse on Leprechaun’s. In 
Irish folklore, a Leprechaun is a fairy with a hidden pot of gold. If 
you can catch and threaten him, he might reveal the hiding place. 
I’ve found this actual Leprechaun locally and I’m ready to take his 
pot of gold. 

BTW You may have noticed all the leftover food at our luncheons. 
If you bring a container, you may take some of these leftovers 
home with you. 

Sláinte is Táinte    (Health and Wealth)  

HAPPY BIRTHDAY to those born in April. If you are not on 

the Birthday list, please send me an email with your birth Month/

Day (i.e., May 18) 

Betsy Korn  April 7 

Mardee Buchman April 10 

Jim Warchol  April 12 

Galen Rose  April 15 

Rainy Bilick  April 19 

Kirk Faryniase  April 28 

And on the subject of VOLUNTEERS…. We are look-

ing for several Memorial Day Coordinators for our Memorial 
Day Commemoration. Sun City Center MOAA chapter is and has 
been the lead, for a number of years. We need new energy in the 
positions. This will be a great way to meet with our community 
leaders and be a very positive influence on the community. 

 

April 2025 Program 
SCPO Wilfredo Florez, USCG (Ret.) 

US Department of Veterans Affairs  

Senior Chief Will Florez is a New York City native who joined 
the U. S. Coast Guard in 1988.  He served for 22 years and 
was assigned to three Search and Rescue Small Boat Sta-
tions, one Air Station and five Coast Guard Cutters.  During 

those years, he conducted 
hundreds of Search and 
Rescue as well as Law En-
forcement missions, which 
yielded many lives saved 
as well as the arrest of hu-
man and drug smug-
glers.  For the last 13 years, 
he has worked for the U. S. 

Department of Veterans Affairs at both the Pasco and Tam-
pa Vet Centers. 

Senior Chief Florez will provide those in attendance with 
detailed information on the VA’s Vet Center program as well 
as general information on other VA & non-VA services and 
programs.  

https://www.timeanddate.com/holidays/ireland/st-patrick-day
https://www.timeanddate.com/holidays/ireland/st-patrick-day
https://www.goodhousekeeping.com/food-recipes/easy/videos/a37082/how-to-make-green-beer/
https://www.goodhousekeeping.com/food-recipes/easy/videos/a37082/how-to-make-green-beer/
https://www.goodhousekeeping.com/food-recipes/easy/videos/a37082/how-to-make-green-beer/
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$20.00 - 2 April LUNCHEON - $20.00      

To Register: 813-924-1983  
 

Reservations no later than 6 p.m. Sunday, 30 March 2025 

 

Florida Room, Atrium Building 

945 North Course Lane , Sun City Center, FL 33573 

  

Please give full names of members and guests, total 

number attending.  Cost is $20.00/person payable 

at the door (cash, check, or credit card).  Social hour 

begins when you arrive, and the  Business meeting 

starts at 11:00 followed by a speaker and lunch.  

Remember, if you make a reservation and do not 

attend, you are expected to pay. Bring payment to 

the next meeting or send check to: 

Military Officers Association of America  
Post Office Box 5693 

Sun City Center, FL  33571-5693 
 

April Buffet Luncheon Menu 
 

Garden Salad Bar with Dressing Assortment,  

Rolls & Butter 

 Entrees: 

• Carved Sugar Glazed Ham  

• Chicken Piccata  

• Butter Crumb Baked Cod -Tartar Sauce 

 

Starch & Vegetable du Jour 

 Desserts:  Chef’s selected desserts 

Beverages: Decaf Coffee, Iced Tea, and Ice Water  

 2024/2025 Chapter Officers 

PRESIDENT 

CDR Bill Kirkpatrick, USN (Ret)……………(805) 506-3269 

president@sccmoaa.org  

1st VP  

Col Danny Melton, USMC (Ret)……..…..(808) 589-6553 

danny.melton@gmail.com 

Program Chair 

2nd VP 

Maj Kirk Faryniasz, USAF (Ret)…………..(813) 677-2606 

membership@sccmoaa.org 

Membership Chair 

TREASURER 

Lt Col Bill Patterson, USAF (Ret)....……..(603) 305-1062 

bill@wwpat.us 

SECRETARY   

Lt Col Joe Mulhberger, USAF (Ret) …….(701)-509-3883 

secretary@sccmoaa.org 

IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT 

COL Eunice Patxot, USA (Ret)……………..(301) 529-4301 

eunice@sccmoaa.org 

 

DIRECTOR 

LTC Jeff Camp, USA (Ret)………………..….(312) 342-0531 

colcamp@icloud.com 

Legislative Liaison 

DIRECTOR 

CDR Cliff Korn, USNR (Ret)…………….……(813) 532-0913 

newsletter@sccmoaa.org 

Newsletter Editor 

DIRECTOR  

Lt Col Ferris Garrett, USAF (Ret)………….(813) 841-0532 

garrett4@tampabay.rr.com 

DIRECTOR 

Jean Bennett Stratis……………………………(813) 758-7330 

jeanbennett.stratis@gmail.com 

Surviving Spouse Liaison 

DIRECTOR 

Maj Tom Smith, USAF (Ret)……………....(813) 919-6645 

tsmith0750@hotmail.com 

Chaplain 

mailto:president@sccmoaa.org
mailto::danny.melton@gmail.com
mailto:membership@sccmoaa.org
mailto:bill@wwpat.us
mailto:secretary@sccmoaa.org
mailto:eunice@sccmoaa.org
mailto:colcamp@icloud.com
mailto:newsletter@sccmoaa.org
mailto:garrett4@tampabay.rr.com
mailto:jeanbennett.stratis@gmail.com
https://d.docs.live.net/29f64fe3d09db78e/Documents/MOAA/2024_12/tsmith0750@hotmail.com
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Chaplain's Devotional for April 

Rev. Dr. Tom Smith 

Why Don’t We Stretch? 

 Dr. John C. Maxwell in Make Yours a Winning Team 

addresses stretching to be successful. He states, “I would 

guess that 95 percent of us try to avoid stretching when we 

come up against something that is bigger than we are, we 

tend to back off. “He further observes that the number one 

reason for not stretching is fear. What can we do to over-

come the fear of stretching? Let’s talk about that today. 

 One thing that helps one stretch is public commit-

ment, a public goal. Commitment is a quality lacking in mod-

ern America. Commitment is born in an environment of 

struggle, it will affect everyone around us, and it will glorify 

God’s divine plan for our lives. 

 Stretching makes one vulnerable. Those who contin-

ue to stretch might find themselves open to criticism. Unfor-

tunately, the road to success is paved with critics.  They are 

ready and waiting to point out how imperfect you are. Jonas 

Salk, who developed the polio vaccine, was attacked continu-

ally for his creative, inventive work in the medical field.  We 

are also vulnerable to misunderstanding. Often people 

whose motives are wrong feel threatened by us if we are 

stretching to be our best.  

 When stretching, it is imperative that we surround 

ourselves with people that can affirm us. An immutable law:  

We become like the people that surround us.” Encourage-

ment from a friend is like sunshine on a cloudy day. 

 Most people will look back at stretching as their 

finest hour. Why? Growth is happiness. The happiest people 

in the world are growing people; be aware that growing peo-

ple can become victims of destination disease. The symptom 

is believing that arriving at a certain point will bring happi-

ness. Retirement makes one vulnerable to this disease.  

 Although few people stretch all their lives, we can 

inspire others by stretching after military/civilian retirement. 

We have a unique opportunity to climb fences and motivate 

young men/women who have a desire to serve their country 

through military service. 

 Finally, commit to discovering your potential. Dedi-

cate your potential. Develop your potential. Climb the wall 

and leave a legacy to young men and women that follow us 

in military service. 

Be abundantly blessed today.  

 

Like what you see in this newsletter? 

There’s even more in the Florida Council of 

Chapter’s newsletter at this link! 

https://flmoaa.org/news/#  

 

 

 

Did you know we have a Facebook Page? We do! It’s a 
great place to see what’s happening in our chapter, and it 
allows you to express your opinions on our activities and 
keep in touch with other members. If you have a  
Facebook account, click the logo/link to “like” and follow 
our page. If you don’t yet have a Facebook Account,  
Facebook makes it easy to establish one. 
 

https://flmoaa.org/news/#
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1632609230369398
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Our Chapter Serves the Community. 

Spearheaded by Jeannie Stratis, the Surviving Spouse Committee of our chapter convened the 2nd Annual  

Military Benefits Forum on March 13, 2025. Hundreds filled Community Hall to get valuable information 

useful to all veterans, families, and neighbors. Organizations also had tables to provide one-on-one  

discussions with attendees. Bravo Zulu, Jeannie! 

Jeannie delegates tasks to 

insure success! 

Refreshments setup and the calm before the storm. 

Presenters 

Organizations 
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Legislative Items of Interest 

1.) Senator Rick Scott joined Senators Mike Crapo and John Hickenlooper in reintroducing the biparti-

san Fighter Force Preservation and Recapitalization Act, to preserve U.S. Air Force (USAF) fighter force 
structure and prioritize the recapitalization of the 39 service-retained, combat-coded fighter squadrons 
available to the U.S. Secretary of Defense to respond globally to world events. 

Senator Rick Scott said, “Ensuring our military is highly trained is crucial to maintaining military readiness. 
As a member of the Senate Armed Services Committee, I will always fight to support our military forces in 
Florida and across the nation and ensure they have the tools they need to defend our nation as a lethal 
fighting force. This legislation will ensure that our Air National Guard in Florida and across the country has 
the tools it needs to be prepared for any threat. I’m proud to support it and look forward to its quick pas-
sage in the Senate.” 

The Fiscal Year 2025 National Defense Authorization Act contained a portion of the previous version of 
the Fighter Force Preservation and Recapitalization Act that requires the U.S. Air Force to develop a plan to 
sustain and recapitalize fighter fleets for the Air National Guard. 
 
Of the 25 ANG Fighter Squadrons in existence today, 15 do not have a recapitalization or modernization 
plan to replace retiring legacy fighters. The Fighter Force Preservation and Recapitalization Act would: 

•Raise the minimum number of fighters in the Air Force inventory, requiring nearly two-thirds of air-
craft to be combat capable; 

•Establish a robust reporting requirement to track Air Force Fighter force structure, giving Congress 
oversight authority of force structure modifications; 

•Prioritize recapitalization of Active Duty, Reserve and ANG units that are “service-retained” (i.e. not 
assigned to combatant commander) to maximize fighter assets; and 

•Require a report on recapitalization of ANG fighter squadrons.  

 

2.) From Florida State Senator Danny Burgess who represents NE Hillsborough County: 

Veterans and their families have sacrificed so much in service to our country, and it’s important that we 
support them in their time of need. Senate Bill 116 will help us do just that.  

With this legislation, we’re expanding support services for our veterans and their families, including mental 
health training so we can more easily identify those who are struggling, and adult day-time care opportuni-
ties to provide a better quality of life. 

I believe this will go a long way toward meeting the needs of our veterans and showing our appreciation 
for their service. I am pleased to share that this week the bill unanimously passed its final committee stop 
and is now ready for consideration by the full chamber on the Senate floor.   
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Our March Meeting! 
 

 
Our March Meeting featured Joe Muhlberger and Rep. Vern Buchanan’s Field 

Representative, Melissa Jackson, informing us about the Veteran’s History 

Project with the Library of Congress. We learned a lot, and Joe is now waiting 

for us to schedule appointments to have our stories archived in perpetuity! 

You can schedule with him by calling (701) 509-3883, or emailing him at  

joseph.muhlberger@gmail.com. 

mailto:joseph.muhlberger@gmail.com%3e


   
 

 

 

David J. Gauthier 
Certified Public Accountant—Sun City Accounting 

Sun City Center, Florida 33573 

 

(813) 634-9500 
(813)642-8112-Fax 

 

      Income Tax Preparation 

         Corporate and Business Taxes 
        Accounting and Bookkeeping 

Financial and Investment Planning 

Planning for Freedom Plaza Entrance Fees  

 

Please Support 

our  

Advertisers! 



 
Our chapter supports JROTC! In pictures above Past-
President Eunice Patxot presents Lennard High School 
JROTC Cadet Bryan Marquez-Cortez with a medal, 
certificate and check to recognize his accomplishments. 

 

 

2023 Memorial Day Sponsor 

2023 Memorial Day Sponsor 

Member Spotlight 
Are you involved in a community 

event, activity, or service?  Send us a 
picture and a description of 'you’ in 
action and we will highlight you in 

the chapter newsletter! 

Newsletter Editor: Cliff Korn  
newsletter@sccmoaa.org 

"This is historical fiction and will give the reader insight into 
one of the pivotal battles of the Vietnam war. Matt's work 
putting this together was prodigious. I don't know how he did 
it. As a historical novel, I think it is great." 

General Walter Boomer, US Marine Corps (Ret) 
Available on Amazon and Kindle.  

 

  

Now and Always 
We’ll be There. 

  H         
 

  

 

 

90228 

     
1-800-247-2192 • www.moaainsurance.com  

mailto:newsletter@sccmoaa.org
https://www.amazon.com/Battle-Quang-Tri-Easter-Offensive-ebook/dp/B0B9HLYGFM/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3CUC5Q8P9SL91&keywords=battle+of+quang+tri+matt+jackson&qid=1671114378&sprefix=%2Caps%2C94&sr=8-1
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Sun City Center Chapter  
Military Officers Association of America 
P.O. Box 5693 
Sun City Center, FL. 33571-5693 

The sponsors that appear in this publication do not reflect an endorsement by MOAA or this affiliate. 
The Sun City Center (FL) MOAA Newsletter is published by the Sun City Center Chapter, which is an affiliate of 
the Military Officers Association of America (MOAA).  MOAA is the nation's largest and most influential associ-
ation of military officers. It is an independent, nonprofit, politically nonpartisan organization. The newsletter is 
delivered electronically only. 
 

Commercial solicitation of members using membership rolls and/or 
rosters is prohibited.  Articles may be taken from MOAA and DoD publi-
cations. The Chapter is tax exempt under Section 501(c)(19) of the In-
ternal Revenue Codes. 
 

MOAA’s Legislative Action Center link:   https://moaa.quorum.us 

Florida House District 70 
Michael Owen 
Offices and Addresses: 

Local - PMB 432, 235 Apollo Beach Boulevard 
Apollo Beach, FL 33572-2251  
State - 1302 The Capitol  
402 South Monroe Street 
Tallahassee   32399-1300 

Tel.     Local - (656) 333-9530 
 State – 850-717-5070  
 Legislative Aid - JP Gutierrez  
 

Florida Senate District 20 
Jim Boyd 
Offices and Addresses: 

Local - 717 Manatee Ave. 
Suite 100 
Bradenton 34205 

 

State - 318 Senate Bldg. 
404 South Monroe Street 
Tallahassee   32399-1100 

Tel.     Local – (941) 742-6445  
State – (850) 487-5020  

 Legislative Assistant: 
 Kathy Galea & Amanda Romant  

romant.amanda@flsenate.gov 
 

Florida Congressional District 16 
Vern Buchanan 
Offices and Addresses: 
 Local - 510 Vonderburg Drive, Suite 303 
                  Brandon, FL 33511 
 

DC - 2110 Rayburn House Office Bldg. 
 Washington, DC 20515 
Tel.     Local – 813-657-1013 
 DC – 202-226-5015 
 Fax – 202-226-0828 
Hillsborough County Area Manager - MarDee Buchman 
Hillsborough County Field Representative/Constituent  
Service – Melissa Jackson 

 

U.S. Senators 
Ashley Moody 
Offices and Addresses: 
Local - TBA 

DC - B40-B Dirksen Senate Office Building  
Washington, DC 20510 

Tel.     Local – TBA 
 DC – 202-224-3041  
  
Legislative assistant: TBA 
  
 

Rick Scott 
Offices and Addresses: 

Local -801 N. Florida Ave 
Suite 421 
Tampa, FL 33602 

 
DC - 110 Hart Senate Office Bldg. 
Washington, DC 20510 

Tel.     Local – 813-225-7040 
 DC - 202-224-5274 
Legislative assistant: 
 Kyle Joshua Hill 

https://moaa.quorum.us
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1632609230369398

